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Well it is nice to finally be back, even if only in our online format to start. The last two years
have been incredibly tough for everyone involved with the pub and brewery industry, as
well as everyone else. The aim of Ale Tales has always been to publicise and support real
ale pubs in our area, as well as the breweries, and we have been very fortunate that most
of our pubs have survived the challenges of lockdown and COVID. But every pub and
brewery needs our support as much now as over the last few years to get back on their
feet and continue selling great beer. So we encourage everyone to get out and support
your local as much as you can.
Ale Tales has been an important part of our Solway CAMRA campaigning tools and we are
happy to be able to spread news about our local pubs and breweries once again. If you
have any news you'd like to let us know, or know of any pubs who would like to advertise
in the magazine, please let us know. We are working to bringing our printed copies back
as soon as it is financially viable, hopefully it'll be sooner rather than later!
Sandy Williamson
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Branch Area
The Solway Branch area extends from the
Scottish Border in the North, East
Northumberland Border near Nenthead,
down to Penrith, along the A66 to
Mungrisedale, before turning back North
through the Northern Fells to Ireby and out
to the Solway Coast at Silloth.
In addition, the branch also supports a
sub-branch North of the Border covering
the Dumfries and Stewarty area.
The Solway Branch in its various guises
was formed in the Woolpack Inn on
Milbourne Street in Carlisle in 1976.
Unfortunately this is one of the long
demised pubs in the city.

Branch Socials and Campaign Trips
As our Branch Area is so large we combine our socials with campaigning and survey work
for the Good Beer Guide and Whatpub. But with such a large area to cover and with
hundreds of pubs to survey we also rely to a large extent on input via the Whatpub and
GBG phone app that is available to CAMRA Members. (See Page ? For details)

Carlisle Beer Festival
Our Beer Festival has a rich history in Carlisle from the original days in the Market Hall
(Now TKMaxx and Wilkinsons) through to our latest pre-Covid location in The Venue,
Portland Place, Carlisle. (just off Botchergate).
After 2 years of no Festivals we are at present studying the viability of starting the Beer
Festivals again.
This is our main fundraising event and help is always required. Usually it runs from the
Thursday to the Saturday but we need volunteers before then to build the bars and
stillage the beers and then when the it is open we need Bar Staff, Glass Washers, Door
Staff etc. But if you are good at finance or have organisational skills we need you too. We
never turn away any help.

And Finally
We appreciate that people join CAMRA for many different reasons. Whether you feel
you need to lobby your MP, work behind a bar for a couple of days a year or just want
the free vouchers offered via our partners schemes (Yes there are people who do this)
there is a level of participation for you.
But most of all CAMRA is a social, fun organisation. You make new friends, visit new
pubs and go to places you would never think of going to, or even existed. All the time
promoting, by talking about and especially drinking, Real Ale, Cider and Perry.
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Many congratulations to Trevor Wall and
his team for winning our spring pub of
the season award. There are two
excellently kept real ales on the bar.
Great Corby Brewhouse Corby Ale is the
regular beer alongside a changing guest
ale. The pub also has a well-stocked
craft beer fridge

The Milbourne reopened in August 2020
after an extensive and impressive
makeover. This showcases local
connections with Shaddongate United,
which went on to became Carlisle United
and the city’s mill heritage. Shaddongate
United players are said to have changed
at the pub when they played their
matches at Willowholme. The pub also
features a goalkeeping glove signed by
Carlisle United legend, Jimmy Glass,
whose famous late goal kept Carlisle in
the Football League. There’s also a
poster showing all Carlisle United’s
different kits over the years.
Trevor Wall leads the team at the
Milbourne and is well known in the city
for his twenty years working behind the
bar at the excellent Howard Arms in the
city centre. The Milbourne is a
comfortable, proper pub where you will
be welcomed for a drink, a chat and a
laugh. It is a very sociable, relaxing
place.

The pub was built in 1853 and served the
thriving textile industry in the area. At the
turn of the century, there were four pubs
on Milbourne Street. Sadly only the
Milbourne survives today and was part of
the nationalised State Management
Scheme until it was taken over by
Greenall Whitley in the 1970s. It is now
part of a small, locally-owned group of
pubs operating in the city.

The Milbourne Arms is located in Denton
Holme on the corner of Milbourne Street
and Junction Street. If you’re not sure
where that is, just look for, and head
towards, the enormous Dixon’s Chimney!
The Milbourne is only about 200m away
along Junction Street. It is only a short
walk from the city centre.

The award presentation was made after
a Solway CAMRA branch meeting in the
Milbourne in May.
Alan Welsh, Branch Chair
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We are happy to announce that the
Drovers Rest at Monkhill has been
awarded our Summer Pub of the
Season award! No stranger to our
CAMRA awards, this is the first one for
new tenants Tom and Beki, whose
dedication to making Monkhill the place
to go for beer and great food is
impressive.

The guys have also added a monthly
Beer Club to the Drovers community
events, bringing together like minded
punters to try new beers, earn some
perks and generally have a good time.
"We love trying new beers and
exploring new styles and there’s
nothing better than sharing them with
good company. That’s where bottle
club comes in, each month we pick a
different theme, share a few bottles,
nibbles and good craic whilst earning
some exclusive beer discounts" says
Beki

Congratulations to Tom and Beki and
the whole team on their award, and the
branch is happy to see the legacy of
the Drovers continue in its new era!

With a lot of time spent making the
food menu and the beer menus as
complimentary as possible, you'll find
lots of beer inspired fare, as well as an
array of great real ales and craft beers.
Head Chef Tom says " ‘inspired by
drinking on the continent and as a way
of combining our two passions; food
and beer, the Dog House menu is
designed to complement our everchanging offerings on the bar. From
bar snacks, to full dishes, there’ll be
something to pair with your pint!"
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Sulwath Brewers is a
family owned operation
established in February
1996 but production
had already started in
the Autumn of 1995.
Now brewing from
Castle Douglas
After careful research Sulwath are
pleased to be able to release their latest
brew. This is a “sour beer” called Moffat
Toffee, which is based on the two
flavours of the traditional “Moffat Toffee”
notable for its tangy but sweet centre
which gives the sweet its unusual
flavour. The beer has an ABV of 4.7%.
A complete “Outside Wedding Bar”
available which is proving popular for
happy couples tying the knot in
locations with limited facilities.
Also a “corporate bar for organisations
holding “outdoor/special” events.
We are delighted to announce that once
again Sulwath have produced a
Champion beer of Scotland!

This makes it eight times they have
been able to achieve this extremely
prestigious accolade which will again
put them into the finals for Champion
Beer of Britain in 2023.
This time they have won it with our cask
conditioned Knockendoch which was
awarded "Champion Premium Bitter of
Scotland 2022" at CAMRA Glasgow
Real Ale Festival on Friday 17th June.

Old Vicarage Brewery
report: the brewery are
continuing to supply their
main two beers, Old
Vicarage Best and SB
Special through the pumps of their own
taphouse in Walton. They have also
produced a new beer - Milecastle 56,
ABV 4.2 - to help celebrate 1900 years
of Hadrians Wall. It’s an amber,
refreshing summer beer and it will be
available every other week through 2022
at the brewery tap.

Since starting in October
2010, Great Corby
Brewhouse has been a
very enjoyable and handson experience.

Great Corby Brewhouse uses the finest
ingredients to create a classic range of
core beers, we have a small dedicated
team who take care and pride in
producing our ales. With an extremely
hands-on process attention to detail is
required at every step to ensure our
beer leaves the door in perfect
condition. We enjoy creating and
caring for the beers as much as we
enjoy drinking them!
We’re launching a guest ale every
month moving forward – in July we’ll
be releasing Trail Hound - 3.8%
Elderflower Pale, using locally foraged
elderflower. And in August we’ll be
releasing Eachy - 4.8% Hazy pale ale.
We also have a tent at the beer festival
at Carlisle Rugby Club on June
24th and 25th
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The last few years since the last Solway Camra magazine
have been interesting for all breweries but Carlisle Brewing
managed to survive it! They moved to home deliveries of
their beer in bag in box, setting up a new online shop and
learning about Facebook ads. It meant not only did they
not have to pour any beer away, they also managed to
produce new recipes like Irresponsible Hopping and
Sufficient Darkness. Their idea of supporting closed pubs with donations from
every sale was really well supported and appreciated by a number of local
landlords, it also led to Alison appearing on Radio 4s Food Programme. Since
lockdown, the brewery has gone from strength to strength taking on new
customers and developing stronger ties with pubs supplied pre-lockdown. Cask
sales are going well with Citadel and Spun Gold still popular and they've also
been able to revisit older recipes like Cumbrian Bitter and Carlisle Nut Brown.
They're still producing new recipes with Summer Peeve (4.6% session IPA)
flying out. Bag in box has been replaced by bottles and cans done in-house now.
All in all, a great start to 2022 and Alain and Alison are looking forward to the
next 6 months. They'd like to thank everyone for their support over the last few
years.

Twisted Magnolia – Keswick
As we go to press we have received reports that Twisted Magnolia Brewery in
Keswick has unfortunately closed down. But we have heard that he is on the
move to Brougham Castle near Penrith.
Neither of these locations are technically in our area but Brougham is so close
that any visit to Penrith, which is, might include a trip to Brougham. We are not
sure if there will be a bar on the site or a visitors Centre but we will keep you
posted.

Other News
If anyone has any news about the breweries in our area including from the
Breweries themselves please let us know so we can keep our database up to
date.
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If you are aware of any changes taking place in a pub in
our area then please let us know. Bar Fly is good but it is
hard getting around over 150 outlets, even with wings!
See Branch Contact for details of how to keep in touch.
The Stag Inn at Crosby on Eden
reopened on 12 June from 12pm till 10pm
Much to the happiness of the Hadrians
Wall Walkers. At present serving Great
Corby Beers and a selection of
sandwiches
Crossings Roweltown
Usually have 2 or 3 RA on. Bar times on
their website. Obviously very popular for
food.
Lanercost Cricket Club
has Allendale beer on the bar.

Both Eden and Brampton Golf Clubs
have real ale
The Old Vicarage Brewery – Walton
have a new beer “Milecastle 56” to
celebrate Hadrians Wall 1900 years
1597 a new bar at George Hotel Penrith
has 4 real ales
Emily’s Black Lion at Ireby
Has 4 real ales on the bar and has just
received a 100% score from caskmarque.
So congratulations to them.
Nags Head, Brampton
Has Doombar on the Bar

Black A Moor, Wigton
Now has Green King IPA
We endeavour to check all the
information we receive but if you see
any errors please let us know

Black Lion – Durdar
Now serving Real Ale on 1 pump.

Pub Champions
Many thanks to members volunteering to
be pub champions which is how we
receive these updates. We still have
MANY pubs to cover. Please contact us if
you would like to help the branch and a
pub by keeping us up to date with pubs in
your area. Alternatively use whatpub for
Pub Changes.
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Laurie Arms, Haugh of Urr, Stewartry
Area Winner,
A recent presentation was made at the
Laurie Arms, Haugh of Urr, near Castle
Douglas. They were one of three Area
Winners, in the Pub of the Year competition
organised by Dumfries and Stewartry
Branch of CAMRA.

And the Overall Winner is
Cavens Arms, Buccleuch Street,
Dumfries

Alan Gass, from the local sub-branch, is
seen here presenting the award to Sandra
Yates who has run the pub since June
2006. Alan described the Laurie as a great
community pub, with excellent food,
wonderful staff, brilliant customers and first
class real ales.

Blue Bell Inn, Annan. Dumfriesshire
Area Winner
The Blue Bell is steeped in history. It is one
of CAMRA`s Heritage Pubs. This former
coaching inn, where Hans Christian
Anderson is said to have stayed, dates
back to 1770, but the red sandstone
building is now mainly mid-19th-century,
although it still retains its stables at the
rear.
Owners, Charmaine Kerr and Michael
Lindsay have run the Blue Bell since 2000
and are pictured here receiving their award
from Chairman Trevor Hayward during
their recent busy Cider Festival.

Although previously a regular winner,
Cavens Arm`s staff and owners since
November 2003, Gary and Faye Jeffries,
were delighted with the news.
Gary adapted to the pandemic positively,
creating outdoor seating with heating
before constructing a barn furnished with
indoor style tables. A television at either
end of the bar allows sports-lovers to
watch any big matches in a most social
atmosphere.
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Love your local? Make 2022 the Summer of Pub
CAMRA’s ‘Summer of Pub’ campaign is back this year to get as
many people as possible enjoying the season of good – or at least
better - weather by heading down to their local for a pint.
We will be celebrating how our nation’s pubs offer numerous
benefits to people’s mental and social well-being and play an
instrumental role in the communities they serve. After two years of lockdowns,
restrictions and unprecedented pub closures, this is a time to celebrate being able to
return to our locals and to recognise everything they have done throughout the
pandemic.
Campaigning to support Britain’s pubs is something anyone can get involved in and
can be as simple as stepping out the door and taking a stroll to a local. If you can
encourage some friends or family to join you, then all the better and you can increase
your happiness, make friends and connect with others in your local community, while
still enjoying the tipple of your choice and the celebrations will run until the last summer
Bank Holiday on 29 August.
This is the first time in two years that we’ve been able to come together and support
pubs, clubs, brewers and cider makers in this way, and I urge everyone to make the
most of this summer by joining in with Summer of Pub however they can.
The financial aftershocks of the pandemic, combined with recent tax hikes mean that
this is a difficult time for the trade. It is vital we give them all the support we can, so that
we can continue to enjoy everything that makes our nation’s pubs so special for many
summers to come.
If your idea of a perfect summer involves a pint and a beer garden, then get involved,
and start your Summer of Pub.
As the season progresses, make sure to plan a pub visit for some of our key
celebratory dates, whether it’s Pub Pride Day (27 May), the Jubilee Bank Holiday (3-5
June), Beer Day Britain, and Beer Day NI (15 June), the Women’s Euros (6-31 July),
the return of the UK’s biggest beer festival at the Great British Beer Festival (4-8
August), or one of many others, leading up to the closing PUBlic Bank Holiday
weekend (29 August).
So, head down to the pub, make friends and memories, and – most importantly –
shout about how much you love your local this Summer.
You can join the fun by supporting Summer of Pub on social media. Let us know how
you’ll be celebrating by sharing photos of you and friends in the pub using the hashtag
#SummerofPub.
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The 3rd edition of CarlAle (the
predecessor of Ale Tales) in Dec 1977
was a "bumper Christmas Issue". There
was good news for local CAMRA
members - two additional pubs in our
area were now serving real ale: the Stag
Inn at Crosby-on-Eden and the Turf Inn
in Carlisle, both welcome additions to the
scene.

The Stag (shown above) continued to
sell real ale for many years and earned a
reputation for serving good food under
several publicans. Unfortunately the pub
was badly damaged by the great floods
of January 2006 resulting in a lengthy
closure. However, after major remedial
works, the Stag re-opened and traded for
a while but then closed again in 2020.
But as we go to press there is better
news on the horizon. (See The Bar Fly
Page)
The introduction of real ale to the Turf
was enthusiastically welcomed by city
drinkers at a time when most of our
area's real ale pubs were in the
surrounding countryside, with many
difficult to access for those without their
own transport. The bargain sale of
almost all of Carlisle's pubs to a few big
brewers (as a result of the closure of the
State Management Scheme earlier in the
decade) had resulted in the almost total
withdrawal of real ale from city pubs.

In November 1977 there were just
THREE cask beer outlets left in the city!
These were the Woolpack, the Crown &
Mitre and the Crown, Botchergate. So
the arrival of Theakstons Bitter in the
Turf meant that at last we had a viable
real ale pub crawl in Carlisle!

Theakston had bought the former Stateowned Carlisle Brewery and had been
brewing their renowned ales in the city
for around two years, but with no local
outlets for the beers. The Turf had been
sold to a local building firm and thanks to
the initiative of licensees Brian and Betty
(who would later manage The
Theakston, now the Cranemakers and
then the Beehive), had given Carlisle its
first Theakston's outlet and the city its
fourth real ale bar! After a chequered
subsequent history the Turf was
refurbished and again sells real ale. The
picture above is as it was in 1978.
Of the original 3 pubs selling Real Ale in
1977 at present only the Crown and
Mitre still sells Real Ale, The Woolpack
had several name changes before
closing and being turned into flats and at
present The Crown Botchergate is
closed although there may be future
developments on the horizon.
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Ale Tales

So “What Pub” shall I go to?

Ale Tales is published by the Solway
Branch of CAMRA, the Campaign for
Real Ale (© 2022) All rights reserved.
Views or comments expressed in this
publication may not necessarily be
those of the Editor or of CAMRA.

So you're sat wondering, where can I go
tomorrow night for a bar meal and take
the kids? Maybe you'd like to find a pub
that sells real cider or perhaps you really
need a pub with free Wi-Fi.
How can you answer these questions
(and many more like them)? Provided
you have internet access, you could visit
the CAMRA pub listings website,
www.whatpub.com which lists over
37,000 real ale pubs across the UK.
By simply entering the location you're
interested in, you can get a list of real
ale pubs. So, if you type in, "Penrith"
you'll get a list of all real ale pubs in the
town. You can then filter these results
by one or multiple features and facilities.
For example, you might be looking for a
dog friendly pub that does
accommodation or a pub that sells local
ales, evening meals and is family
friendly, etc. After a few simple mouse
clicks, a list will appear and these can
also be viewed on a map.
You can then look at the detailed
information for each pub which will
includes the address, phone number,
opening hours, a brief pub description,
beers on sale and available facilities.
There will also usually be a picture of
the pub and a map showing it's location.
If you're travelling to the pub, we do
recommend that you check the opening
hours first as these can be subject to
change at very short notice!
On your visit to the pub, if you find any
of the details are inaccurate, you can
help the publican and subsequent site
users by submitting an update.
WhatPub was created by CAMRA to
help customers find a pub that suits their
needs. We encourage you to use the
website and, more importantly, to visit a
pub!

To Advertise (4 issues per year)
Full A5 Page - £40 or 4 issues £140
Half A5 Page (Landscape) - £20 or 4
issues £70
Quarter A5 Page - £10 or 4 issues £35
Please note that these are for Digital
issues. Hopefully in future we will go
hard copy and we reserve the right to
increase the costs.

Branch Contact
E-mail: chair@solway.camra.org.uk
socials@solway.camra.org.uk
Website: www.solway.camra.org.uk
Facebook.com/CAMRAsolway
Facebook.com/CarlisleBeerFestival

Beer & Cider Festivals
8th, 9th & 10th July at the Kings Arms,
Shap

11th & 12th July Oakfest at the Royal
Oak, Moorhouse.
12th 13th & 14th August Appleby Beer
Festival at the Midland, Appleby

Note that all details in this newsletter
are accurate at the time of publication.
We would advise times and dates are
checked with the premises prior to
travelling to these events.

