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The Blacksmiths Arms offers all the hospitality
and comforts of a traditional Country Inn.
Enjoy tasty meals served in our bar
lounges or linger over dinner in our well
appointed restaurant.
Two regular real ales (Yates Bitter & Black Sheep)
and two guest ales.
Open daily 12-11.
The Jackson family extend their warm hospitality
to all who frequent the Blacksmith’s Arms.

Talkin, Brampton, Cumbria, CA8 1LE
016977 3452 / 4211
info@blacksmithstalkin.co.uk
www.blacksmithstalkin.co.uk

The Fetherston Arms

Kirkoswald

4 hand pulled
real ales and
hand pulled
cider
Great home cooked food
Open Mon-Fri 4pm-midnight,
Sat-Sun 12 noon-midnight.
Lunch served Sat-Sun 12-3.30 and
evening meals Tue–Sun 5–9.
20 minute walk from Lazonby train station

We look forward to welcoming you
The Square, Kirkoswald, CA10 1DQ

01768 898284
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Shaun and Jo welcome you
to this traditional but quirky
18th century Inn. Excellent
home cooked food, real
ales, log fire, dog friendly,
en-suite accommodation,
village shop and tea room .

Open daily from 8am
serving breakfasts and
light snacks. Bar meals
Monday to Friday from
4pm and Saturday/
Sunday from 12pm 2.30pm and 5pm - 9pm.
We look forward to seeing
you.

Herdwick Inn
Penruddock
Penrith
CA11 0QU
01768 483007

www.herdwickinn.com

Winter Pub of the Season
Spinners Arms, Cummersdale

Congratulations to Alain and Alison Davis on
winning our pub of the season award for a third
time.

rear of the pub. Due to increased demand,
beers are now brewed at separate premises in
Carlisle.

The Spinners is a popular community pub
situated at the centre of Cummersdale village,
on the outskirts of Carlisle. It is close to the
Cumbria Way footpath and national cycle route
7 which both run alongside the River Caldew.

The Spinners originally came right up to the
main road, but this building was demolished to
make way for the current pub, which opened in
1930. It is an increasingly rare example of a
Carlisle State Management pub designed by
Harry Redfern. It retains a number of “Redfern”
features, including the unique animal decorative
guttering.

The rebuilt Spinners consisted of three distinct
rooms, but it is now a single, open plan room.
The pub is very cosy, family and dog friendly
and features a welcoming real fire on cold days.
The Spinners is the brewery tap for Carlisle
Brewing Company, established in 2013 at the

Alain Davis, brewer and publican, receiving the
Solway Beer of the Year award from Paul
Claringbold, Carlisle Beer Festival Organiser.

Three Carlisle Brewing real ales and the full
range of bottled beers are on sale at the
Spinners. Plans are in place to increase the
number of hand pumps from three to five.
There is regular live music, with Irish and folk
music sessions every first and third Wednesday.
Alan Welsh
Branch Chairman
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Hop Fatigue?
Galaxy, Mosaic, Citra, Columbus, Chinook – just
some of the hops that have dazzled beer
drinkers over the last few years. The ‘beer
revolution’ has well and truly taken hold, not only
here, but also around the world and it’s been a
truly wonderful journey into the ever-expanding
world of beer styles.

and it turned out to be a great idea. I missed out
on Hawkshead Northern Imperial Stout and
Beckstones Black Dog Freddy, but the rest I
managed to try (alongside a couple of hopladen crackers, just for balance, of course) and
the planned three hour visit turned into five or six
and it was a wonderful afternoon.

So why, a few weeks back, was I discussing the
title of this article with one of our local
publicans? I have a great love for all things hopladen, those pungent, grassy, grapefruit, melon,
mandarin etc. aromas are a real joy to the nose
and taste buds.

I’m not going to stop trying the hop bombs that
come along – brewers please don’t stop buying
them in and brewing them and publicans please
don’t stop selling them – but I’ve really
rediscovered my taste for glorious dark beers where the hop content may be a little lower than
their paler brothers and sisters – and as we’re at
the perfect time of year for stouts and porters
particularly, I’m looking forward to reacquainting
myself with a good few more.

So, when a beer such as Hawkshead
Windermere Pale, for example, is on the bar in a
pub, I’m more than happy. Just occasionally
though, I look at five pale coloured beers on a
bar and think, ‘hmmm...wouldn’t mind
something a bit darker, just for a bit of balance’.
I cut my cask beer
drinking teeth,
initially, on Marston
Pedigree in the
Friars Tavern, in
Carlisle (now the
Thin White Duke),
but quickly
discovered the
joys of a dark
chocolaty mild or
rich stout or porter
and they became
my ‘go-to’ beer
style.
I found that the majority of these beers had
loads of flavour and character and didn’t fatigue
the palate after a few pints. The only downside I
find with these monster Double IPAs and hop
bomb pale ales is that my palate gets to a point
where it feels dried out. Now I know there’s
ways round this; water, biscuits, a change of
drink etc. and this is what I do now and then.
At the recent and very excellent Carlisle Beer
Festival, I made a decision, on my Saturday
afternoon visit, to have a day of dark delights
4

Richard Weir

Popular community Joiners Arms
pub.
Church Street
Real ales:
Carlisle CA2 5TF
Theakston Best
01228 534275
Bitter and two guest
ales.
Open:
11-midnight Mon-Thu
Traditional Sunday
11-1am Fri, 11-2am Sat
Lunch served from
12-midnight Sun
12noon till 5pm.
Food Served:
Darts leagues
11-6pm Mon, 11-7 Tue,
Sun-Tue, Pool
11-9pm Wed-Fri,
league Wed, Quiz & all day Sat, 12-5pm Sun
Bingo Thu.

thejoinersarmscarlisle

www.joiners-arms.co.uk

Solway Beer of the Year 2016
CARLISLE BREWING SPUN GOLD
You may have seen at our annual Carlisle Beer
Festival that Carlisle Brewing Spun Gold won
our Solway CAMRA Beer of the Year award. But
how does a beer become our Beer of the Year?
Well, it isn’t as complicated as you might think.
First each of our BLOs
(Brewery Liaison
Officers) speaks with our
4 local breweries
(Cumberland, Hesket
Newmarket, Derwent and
Carlisle breweries) and
together they pick two
contenders from their
permanent range to be
put forward. Now, it has
to be the permanent
range so we can
showcase said beer at the beer festival when
the event comes round and the award is
presented. We have in the past picked a

seasonal beer, but that has led to people being
unable to try the beer as soon as it is
announced.
Once selected, our chairman, Alan, emails the
list to our members and asks them to vote on
which they think is worthy of the prize. (This is
one reason it is important to us that you provide
your email address when you sign up for
CAMRA, so that you don’t miss out on this and
more!). When the deadline passes, votes are
counted and a winner is the one with the most
votes!
It is a simple process, but important for our
branch, as it supports our local breweries and
helps to promote them to the hundreds of
people that attend our festival from far and wide.
It is also important for our breweries to receive
the recognition they deserve for their hard work
in creating good quality beer!
Sandy Williamson

Top Porter
Spokesperson for our Dumfries & Stewartry sub
branch, Alan Gass explains, “Sulwath Brewers
did really well at the Scottish Beer Festival in
Edinburgh this year winning a prestigious award.
Sulwath Brewers attended the 2016 Scottish
Real Ale Festival, which was held in Edinburgh’s
Corn Exchange on Thursday 7th July for the
Champion Beer of Britain heats.

‘The Black Galloway’ won the prestigious title of
CAMRA Champion Porter of Scotland 2016.
Black Galloway is a 4.4% ABV porter, which
derives its colour from the roast malts used in the
brewing process. The beer has coffee-like
flavours with a moderate bitter finish and full
mouth feel.
At a recent presentation in The Brewery Tap in
Castle Douglas, CAMRA Brewery Liaison
Officer, Keith Bruce, was delighted to hand over
the official award certificate.
Managing Director, Allen Henderson said
“Everyone at Sulwath Brewers works tirelessly to
ensure we are able to produce the very best that
we can. We look forward to take this awardwinning beer to the finals of the Champion Beer
of Britain held in London next summer”.
Alan Gass
Dumfries & Stewartry Branch

Winter 2016/2017 5

Ale Trail
Crown & Thistle, Rockcliffe
The Thistle is an attractive historic inn at the
centre of the pleasant village of Rockcliffe.

There is a focus on sport with a large screen
television showing a mixture of football, rugby,
etc. Interesting photographs of old Longtown
adorn the walls.
The large restaurant has also been refurbished
and caters for hotel guests, wedding receptions,
conferences and courses. Comfortable en-suite
accommodation is also available.
The night we called in, Eden Fuggle was on
sale.
Robin Hood, Smithfield
The Robin Hood Inn, dating from the late 19th
century, is located on the main BramptonLongtown road (A6071).

Inside, the pub is one, open plan room, but this
is split into several distinct areas on different
levels. Whilst much of the space is set aside for
diners, there is quite a large bar area for
drinkers just behind the attractive feature
fireplace.
The Thistle has an extensive menu and
excellent reputation for food using locally
sourced produce. Quiz nights take place on the
first and third Thursdays each month. Check
with the pub before travelling!
On our visit, Caledonian XPA, Marston
Wychwood Hobgoblin and Theakston Black Bull
Bitter were on sale.
Graham Arms, Longtown
The Graham Arms is an attractive 250-year-old
former coaching inn on the A7 in the centre of
Longtown.

The Robin Hood was closed for a number of
years, but thankfully it was re-opened by CarrieAnn and Matt in August 2016 after a clean up
and redecoration.
Inside, the pub is a single room, open plan style.
There is, however, a bar area and dining area.
Several darts teams are based here and major
sports event are screened on the big TV.
The Robin Hood is building a reputation for good
food. Take out food service is also available.
We had a choice of Timothy Taylor Landlord and
a house beer, Theakston Fighting Cock (which
we think may be Lightfoot).

The spacious bar is comfortable and friendly.
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Near Boot, Whiteclosegate, Carlisle
The Boot is an 18th century coaching inn on the
outskirts of Carlisle. The unusual name

Ale Trail
apparently derives from the nearside boot when
riding out of Carlisle!

weekdays. It is advisable to book a table at
weekends.
Clarkey’s quiz is very popular on Thursday
nights.
The last stop on our Ale Trail had three real ales
on sale: Marston Wainwright, a Theakston
house beer (Theakston Lightfoot) and Hook
Norton Greedy Goose.

The pub was extensively redesigned by Carlisle
State Management architect Harry Redfern,
alas the rear aspect, so typical of his work, was
largely altered by an extension.
The inn is traditionally and comfortably
furnished with two small ‘rooms’ at the front and
an open plan area to the side and rear.

Full details of real
ale pubs in our
area and most of
the UK can be
found on the
CAMRA website:
www.whatpub.com
Alan Welsh
Branch Chairman

The pub serves an extensive food menu and a
special, after work, menu from 5 to 6:30pm on

A very warm
welcome from
Maggie
Three Real Ales
– Greene King
IPA, Old
Speckled Hen,
and a guest ale
Meals served
10-2.30, 6-8.30
Mon-Sat
Pub games.
Family friendly .
Dog friendly.
Live music.
Accomodation.
Real fire.
Beer Garden.

A very warm welcome
from Mark

Bush Inn
Kirkbride
CA7 5HT

01228 231496
Opening times
10-12 Mon – Fri
10 – 1 Sat
12 – 12 Sun

Traditional, warm and
friendly pub/restaurant
Helpful staff and great
food
Dominos and Pool
teams

Highland Laddie

Glasson
CA7 5DT
01673 51839
Opening times
12-midnight daily

Range of local beers
Family friendly
restaurant
Cashback facilities
Haaf netter fishing day
out
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Successful Beer Festival
The first weekend in November, saw the 26th
Carlisle Beer Festival opening in a new location.
Due to various factors, we could not hold it in the
Hallmark Hotel as usual, so we relocated to The
Venue, on Portland Place in Carlisle. (Thanks
Mike Vose for the recommendation).
After months of planning, and lots of work
behind the scenes by the Festival Committee, it
was time for the fun to begin.
Thanks to Sandy Williamson and his time spent
ordering the beer, in between trying to organise
his own wedding. Although Sandy did all the
hard work on the beer side, he then decided to
go on honeymoon, so missing his excellent
choice of beer!

Come Thursday at 4:45, our usual “first footer”,
‘Bobby’ to his friends, arrived to keep up his
amazing record! Thursday night was steady,
but, in a bigger venue, there was plenty of room
and it never got too busy at the bar.
Hesket Newmarket
Columbus Pale Ale, a one
off cask, as the rest was
going for bottling, proved
popular, and was the first
beer to run out. This was
earlier than normal, just after
lunchtime on the Friday,
even the brewer from
Hesket, missed out on his beer!
The beer deliveries started arriving on Tuesday
and our volunteers helped set up the bar and
associated racking. We were then ready to start
loading the barrels onto the racks ready for
settling and hopefully drinking, come the
Thursday.
Wednesday was more of the same and the final
touches being added to the bar, and the rooms
to welcome the public into the festival.
8

Friday was a bitterly cold day, but the everstalwart drinkers turned out to sample the wares
on offer. As well as the beer, we had ten ciders,
two of which were fermented in old spirit barrels,
whisky and rum. They ciders proved to be
popular amongst the apple fraternity.
Special mention must go to our volunteers on
the door, who never left their post, or
complained (well, not too much anyhow) despite
the arctic conditions they had to put up with.

26th Carlisle Beer Festival
Two awards were presented:
One for the City Pub of
the Year, which was
won by the Kings
Head in Carlisle.

We had ordered quite a bit more beer this year
so we would have plenty of choice on Saturday.
Indeed there was plenty of beer left for our
Saturday customers, giving them the chance to
a much greater choice than previous years.
Then we came to Sunday and the taking down
of all the bars etc. After a lot of hard work,
everything was packed away in storage again
until next year. Our volunteers then headed for a
very well earned rest, and a few pints.
Our thanks go to our volunteers for their
considerable efforts and to our sponsors for
their support. Our thanks also go to Paul and his
staff at The Venue who were always on hand to
help.

Our Branch Beer of the
Year, which this year
was awarded to Spin
Gold from the Carlisle
Brewing Company.
Both were selected by our branch membership
and are worthy winners.

Thank you to all our customers. Hopefully see
you all next year. 2-4 November 2017, same
venue, The Venue!.

A labour of love!
Beer Organiser for a beer festival sounds like a
perfect job doesn’t it? The country is full of so
many great beers at the moment you would feel
that the only issue is whittling down the choices
to a mere 65. But I can tell you now; it is more
complex and awkward than you think...
First of all, there’s the logistics. You’ve got to
organise suppliers and breweries to get 65
casks of beer to one place on the same day. The
easiest way is to use wholesalers, who can not
only provide the choice, but also the distribution
help. Many thanks should go to New Wave,
Flying Firkin, Cask Wholesale and Alesela for
their help in that regard. Suppliers who not only
had a range of excellent beers to choose from,
but could bring this all together to arrive on the
right day to the right place.
Beer festivals are all about choice, from colour
to strength, style to brewery. I aimed to get 65
beers from 65 breweries, meaning that the UK
was as represented as possible from all corners.

Paul Claringbold
Festival Organiser

We had our 18 Cumbrian beers (19 with Carlisle
Brewing Spun gold - our Solway CAMRA Beer
of the Year - snuck in at the last moment), 18
Scottish and 29 from across England and
Wales. We had IPAs, golds, blondes, reds,
stouts, porters, milds, speciality beers, browns
and everything in between!
They ranged in strength from 2.5% ABV to 9.5%
ABV, and, in style, from imperial stouts and
super hopped IPAs to beers with smoke, vanilla,
damsons and all sorts. The only thing I think we
were missing this year was a sour, but that
leaves room for improvement for next year...
It was a labour of love, and my only real
disappointment was that I wasn’t there to enjoy
them do to prior commitments. But you can
guarantee I’ll be back to do it again next year,
and I’ll be on site this time to try them all!
Sandy Williamson
Beer Organiser, Carlisle Beer Festival
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Pubs that built Carlisle
The Kings Head (or
Napper, as it is
affectionately known) on
Fisher Street, along with
the Sportsman Inn and
the Joiners Arms, claims
to be the oldest pub in
the city. The site has
been a pub or hostelry
since around the 10th
Century.
The entrance door has not always been on
Fisher Street. At one time it was on Rosemary
Lane, with no access from Fisher Street at all. A
plaque outside the pub, explains that Carlisle is
not in the Doomsday Book as it was part of
Scotland at the time.

is the regular beer with up to 3 guest ales and a
real Cider, available at most times.
The Napper is also well known for its excellent
menu, and, as the menu states, it serves “good
food at reasonable prices”. The pub also claims
to have the best fish and chips in Carlisle! Food
is served Monday to Saturday 11am to 3pm, and
it is sometimes difficult to find a table to enjoy
the fine food served.

The Kings Head is owned by Star Pubs and has
been run successfully by Mike Vose for more
years than he would like to remember!
Unusually, the Napper has its own cricket team
with Mike as the team captain. Mike is also a
supporter for Arsenal Football Club. This
interest regularly takes him away from the city to
watch matches around the country, as well as
the odd trip to Europe. As you’d expect, his
support results in friendly banter with pub locals!
Mike takes this in his stride, giving it back as
well!
Mike is a keen real ale fan, and a long-standing
CAMRA member. The Napper is the only outlet
for Yates Brewery beers in the city. Yates Bitter
10

During the summer months, live music nights
are held in the Courtyard at the back of the pub.
These draw bands from around the country, and
are well attended, with tickets being snapped-up
quickly.
Mike is proudly a recipient of numerous awards
from CAMRA, including City Pub of the Year
eight times! All have been richly deserved for
this fine establishment.
Paul Claringbold
Social Secretary

Ale Tales

Ale Tales is published by the Solway Branch of
CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale (© 2017)
All rights reserved.
Views or comments expressed in this
publication may not necessarily be those of the
Editor or of CAMRA.
To Advertise To place an advert or enquire
about our rates please contact:
Neil Richards, 01536 358670 or
N.Richards@btinternet.com
www.matelotmarketing.co.uk
Printed by Portland Print, Tel 01536 511 555

Deadline for Spring 2017 edition is
20th March 2017

Branch Contacts

Phone: 07936 496477
E-mail: solwaycamra@gmail.com
Website: www.solway.camra.org.uk
Facebook: CAMRAsolway &
CarlisleBeerFestival

Branch Diary

MEETINGS
Business includes: breweries & pubs news, pub
awards, beer festivals, socials, beer guides, etc.
Mon 9 Jan - 8pm @ Howard Arms, Carlisle.
Mon 30 Jan - 8pm @ Kings Head, Carlisle.
Mon 27 Feb - 8pm @ Spinners Arms,
Cummersdale. Minibus from city centre.
Mon 27 Mar - 8pm @ Drovers Rest, Monkhill.
Minibus from city centre.
SOCIALS
Socials usually visit several real ale pubs.
Members and non-members are welcome.
Please check our website for further details.
Fri 13 Jan¬ 7pm- Ale Trail by minibus
Sat 4 Feb 2pm - Pub Crawl
Fri 10 Feb 7pm - Ale Trail by minibus
Fri 10 Mar 7pm - Ale Trail by minibus
BEER FESTIVALS
2-4 Nov 2017 - Carlisle Beer Festival at The
Venue, Portland Place Carlisle (300m from
railway station).

Read Ale about it!

Find “Ale Tales” in the following real ale pubs:
Abbeytown, Wheatsheaf; Aikton, Aikton Arms;
Alston, Angel, Cumberland, Nent House Hotel,
Turks Head; Armathwaite, Dukes Head, Fox &
Pheasant; Blencow, Clickham Inn; Bolton Low
Houses, Oddfellows, Bowness on Solway,
Kings Arms; Bowscar, Stoneybeck Inn;
Brampton, Brambles Bistro, Golf Club, Howard
Arms, Nags Head, Shoulder of Mutton;
Broadfield, Crown; Burgh by Sands,
Greyhound; Caldbeck, Oddfellows; Calthwaite,
Globe; Carlisle, Apple Tree, Beehive, Boardroom,
Caledonian, Coach & Horses, Crown (Stanwix),
Crown & Thistle, Eaten by Monsters, Gosling
Bridge, Griffin, Hour Glass, Joiners Arms, Jovial
Sailor, Kings Head, Linton Holme, Milbourne
Arms, Museum Inn, Near Boot, Spinners Arms,
Sportsman, William Rufus, Woodrow Wilson;
Castle Carrock, Duke of Cumberland; Cotehill,
Greyhound; Culgaith, Black Swan; Cumwhinton,
Lowther; Cumwhitton, Pheasant; Curthwaite,
Royal Oak; Dalston, Blue Bell, Bridge End;
Faugh, String of Horses; Garrigill, George &
Dragon; Glasson, Highland Laddie; Great Corby,
Queen Inn; Great Orton, Wellington; Great
Salkeld, Highland Drove; Greystoke, Boot &
Shoe; Hallbankgate, Belted Will; Hayton, Lane
End, Stone; Hesket Newmarket, Old Crown;
Ireby, Emily's Black Lion; Kirkbride, Bush;
Kirkoswald, Crown, Fetherston; Langwathby,
Shepherds; Lazonby, Joiners Arms; Longtown,
Graham Arms; Low Hesket, Rose & Crown;
Monkhill, Drovers Rest; Mungrisdale, Mill Inn;
Nenthead, Miners; Newbiggin, Blue Bell; Newton
Reigny, Sun; Oulton, Bird in Hand; Ousby, Fox;
Penrith, Agricultural, Board & Elbow, British
Legion Club, Cross Keys, Dockray Hall, Dog Beck
Inn, Druids, Foundry 34, General Wolfe, George,
Moo Bar, North Lakes Hotel, Robin Hood, Royal;
Penruddock, Herdwick; Penton, Bridge; Port
Carlisle, Hope & Anchor; Red Dial, Sun;
Rockcliffe, Crown & Thistle; Roweltown,
Crossings Inn; Ruleholme, Golden Fleece;
Scotby, Royal Oak; Sebergham, Sour Nook;
Silloth, Albion, Golf Hotel; Skelton, Dog & Gun;
Talkin, Blacksmiths Arms; Thursby, Ship;
Troutbeck, Sportsman; Uldale, Snooty Fox;
Warwick, Queens; Wetheral, Crown, Fantails,
Wheatsheaf; Wigton, Black-a-Moor; Wreay,
Plough.
Spring “Ale Tales” out in April
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Bar Fly Pub News
If you are aware of any
changes taking place
in a pub in our area
then please let us
know. Bar Fly is good
but it is hard getting
around over 150 outlets, even with wings! See
Branch Contact for details of how to keep in
touch.

commissioned.
The Milbourne Arms has a new manager,
Derek Byers, and revised opening hours: 1-11
Mon-Fri, 12-12 Sat and 12-10.30 Sun. Food is
served on a daily basis.

ABBEYTOWN
The Wheatsheaf re-opened in November after
being bought by Tony Harrison, a butcher from
Cockermouth. Bar Fly has heard that Yates
Bitter is the real ale on sale.
The Nosey Cow at Carleton (formerly the
Green Bank Inn) on the southern outskirts of
Carlisle has opened and is selling two real ales:
Theakston Lightfoot and Caledonian Deuchars
IPA.

BRAMPTON
The Shoulder of Mutton is now selling Pit Top
brews usually either Wry Tree or Gold Seam.

CUMWHITTON
After many successful years running the
Pheasant Inn Chris, Sara and Norm said their
farewells in December last year. Our thanks got

CARLISLE
Harraby Community Centre/Theatre is selling
real ale from Carlisle Brewing to coincide with
performances. It is intended to make this
permanent once the Centre is fully
12

to them for their kind hospitality to our branch
members.
Welcome to Tim, Michelle, Nathan and Gemma
who have now taken over this excellent pub. Bar
Fly looks forward to meeting you soon.
GREAT CORBY
Cumberland Breweries has acquired the
Queen Inn and, at the time of writing, are
waiting the signing of paperwork to take over the
lease.

The Salutation Inn re-opened just before
Christmas following a £150,000 refurbishment
to provide a modern interior with wood burning
stoves and wooden floors. The “Sally” is now
owned by Shaun Gardner and Jimmy Little who
also own the Brewery House in Harrington near
Workington. Real ales currently on ale are
Banks’ Amber Bitter and Thwaites Original.
STANWIX
The Hourglass at Stanwix has been taken over
by Alex and Ilka who run the excellent Thin
White Duke in Devonshire Street. After a New
Year’s Day party, the Hourglass closed for a
significant refurbishment and is due to reopen,
in two to three months, as a bar and restaurant.
Real ale will continue.
WARWICK ON EDEN
The Queens Arms has been extended with the
recent opening of the Garden Room.

HESKET NEWMARKET
The Old Crown has increased its range of real
ales to ten. The latest opening hours are: 5.3011 Mon-Thu; 12-3, 5-11 Fri; 12-11 Sat; and, 1210.30 Sun.

Full details of real ale pubs in our area and most
of the UK
can be found
on the
CAMRA
website:
www.
whatpub.
com
IRTHINGTON

Please
note that
pub
opening
hours and
meal times
are subject
to change.

To avoid
disappointment, Bar Fly advises that you check
times with the pub before you travel.
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What’s Brewing
Andrews
No additional or seasonal beers are planned at
the moment.
Rob Ryan
Appleby
Fred Mills reports sales have been very good
over the past 3 months, especially in bottles.
Brewery tours at their new premises have been
popular in the village of Morland, plus a few
charity fund raising nights have been held there
too.
‘Learning to brew from the grain’ courses have
been popular; perhaps this accounts for the large
number of micro breweries setting up!
A limited special edition one-off brew to
commemorate the 100th brew at the brewery is
planned. This will have a production run of 1,000
bottles, all numbered in collector’s edition style,
named ‘Appleby 100’. It seems likely to be a 5%
ABV Plum Porter.
Richard Owen

Carlisle
As reported elsewhere in Ale Tales, Spun Gold
won the 2016 Solway Beer of the Year.
The brewery is again brewing the excellent
Carlisle Nut Brown, 4.7% ABV. The beer
combines four different malts to create a fullflavoured, rounded, nutty taste with hops adding
to the overall fruitiness. With the colour of
autumn chestnuts, it builds up a warm with a
sweet nutty flavour, and the hops linger in your
Alan Welsh
mouth.

Cumberland
Paul Hancock has taken over brewing duties at
Great Corby – he was formerly the brewer at the
Weatheroak Hill brewery, based at The Coach &
Horses, near Alvechurch, in Worcestershire.
He brings with him a 50 litre pilot brewing kit,
which is being used for mini test brews. A number
have already been tried out, with various styles
of malt and hops - watch this space for news of
which of these go into commercial production!
A new beer has been launched, American Pale
Ale, at 4% - which includes the US hop Azacca –
which is big in citrus and tropical fruit tones. It is
available in cask form in the U.K. and will also be
bottled at the brewery’s sister plant, Station
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Works Brewery, in Newry, Northern Ireland,
where it will be known as Fox’s Rock Session
IPA. The brewery over there is now the third
biggest in Northern Ireland and there are plans to
open a brewery, south of the border, in Dundalk.
There are plans to brew a Double IPA version of
the beer, coming in at around 6.8-7%. This has
been requested for the Irish market and, after
research and development into the recipe, will be
brewed and bottled over there (available in
keykeg form), before a cask version is brewed at
Great Corby.
Changes to the core range are planned, with
Corby Blonde, Ale and Fox remaining as the
other core beers, with a view to brewing new
beers, with an emphasis on hop-driven styles.
A new 30-barrel plant is to be installed in the
existing warehouse at Great Corby, adjacent to
the Queen pub, whilst retaining the existing plant
at the current site, opposite the pub. This should
happen in the next twelve months and take
brewery output from 3500 hectolitres to 15000,
for 2017/18. Owners, Alltech, are looking to step
up the marketing and promotion of the brewery.
At some stage, keykeg products will be made
available (these are already on sale from the
Newry brewery, in Northern Ireland), which, as
Paul points out, are very good for strong, hopforward beers, in retaining flavour.
Richard Weir

Derwent Brewery
The run up to Christmas was amazingly busy.
The success of last years new beer, Hudson Bay,
adding to an already full order book.
November and December saw the award
winning beers Auld Kendal and Marshall Port
Stout being produced in large quantities to fulfil
orders.
Having worked extremely hard Allie and Mark
were glad of the Christmas break! The brewery is
now back in full production and looking forward
to another busy period.
Colin Lister

Eden
The team at Brougham Castle, near Penrith,

What’s Brewing
continue to produce 25-30 barrels a week, with
Eden Gold still the best cask selling ale.
The brewery is now marketing a half-pint range
of beer into cans, showcasing their Dynamite,
Rocket and Depth charge beers generally
around the 4.0% mark ABV. These are only on
sale at Cranstons and Westmorland Service
stations.
The Psycho range has been re-named Hop
Rocket, which is a pale ale at 7.8% available only
in bottles at Booth’s supermarkets. Tokyo
Express is a new USA pale ale at 6.7% also in
bottles.
For Christmas only, a limited edition beer named
Yakama Chief, a Washington IPA, is on sale at
6.7%, again only at Westmorland Service
stations.
Richard Owen

Hesket Newmarket
Old Carrock Ale has won a Silver award at SIBA
North West Independent Awards 2016.

oranges and cloves for a festive twist.
Paul Claringbold

Sulwath
Brewing equipment has had a major overhaul. As
reported elsewhere in “Ale Tales”, Sulwath Black
Galloway recently won the prestigious CAMRA
Champion Porter of Scotland award. Reinbeer
(4.5% ABV), a spiced ale, has been re-launched
Keith Bruce
ready for the Festive season.
Tirril
Twenty barrels a week continue to be brewed by
Tirril. Ullswater Blonde at 3.8%, Grasmere Gold
3.9% and Windermere IPA 4.3% are the best
sellers.
With summer tourist trade over, the brewery is
now concentrating on bottled beers.
The brewery also produces three different single
malt whiskies to show diversity in the current
consumer market.
Richard Owen

The brewery has just launched a new bottled
beer range: Smoked Porter 5.4%, Columbus
Pale Ale 5.8%, West Coast Red 6.3% and
Double IPA 7.4%. Columbus Pale Ale made a
special, one-off appearance in cask form at the
2016 Carlisle Beer Festival.
Hesket Newmarket has again collaborated with
Polish brewers, Browar Spoldzielczy, based in
Gdansk. The result is a porter, made with
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