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The MAGPIE INN
The Magpie Inn is part of the Oakwell brewery. It is a
family run pub and mainly sells the Barnsley brewery’s
own beers. The local beers are very good and very cheap.

We welcome children and also
have a large bowling green and a
trampoline for children. Pool and
darts are available. Coal burning
fires in each room. The pub is one
of last still trading designed by
architect Harry Redfern.

Victoria Road, Botcherby, Carlisle, CA1 2UE
Telephone: 01228 539657
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Congratulations to Matt Potts and his staff
on winning our pub of the season award.

Every Thursday evening there is a wellsupported quiz based on music and general knowledge.

The pub is named after the third son of
William the Conqueror, William Rufus,
who restored Carlisle to the English kingdom. He is also credited with building Carlisle Castle in 1092. William Rufus became William II in 1087.

The William Rufus is a city centre pub
situated in "entertainment quarter" of
Botchergate. It is on many bus routes and
only 2 minutes walk from the railway station.

In common with many Wetherspoon pubs,
the William Rufus is a large pub. It is,
however, split into 3 separate areas, with
one raised up a few steps to the rear of
the pub and another down a few steps to
the left of the entrance.

The pub was opened in October 2004 and
since then real ale sales have increased
steadily, until they are now one of the best
sellers. The long bar now boasts eight
handpumps serving an ever-changing
range of guest and local ales. There is a
real cider on sale (usually stored in one of
the chiller units).

The interior of the William Rufus is quite
modern in style and the pub has very
good facilities. The many televisions show
music videos and live sport in the evenings. During the day, however, these
usually show silent news bulletins.
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Opening hours are 8am until 12pm every
day. Food is served all day until 10pm.
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If you are aware of any
changes taking place in
a pub in our area then
please let us know. Bar
Fly is good but it is hard getting round
over 150 outlets, even with wings! See
branch contacts for details of how to keep
in touch.
Solway branch member, Alastair Byers
and his partner, Sally, have taken over at
the Beehive Inn, Eamont Bridge. One
changing guest ale at the moment, but
Alastair hopes to extend the range as he
develops the pub. Open all day, every
day.
The General Wolfe, Penrith is selling two
real ales from Thwaites.
The Joiners
Arms, Carlisle
now has two real
ales on sale.
Sadly, near
neighbours, Jovial
Sailor and Pedestrian Arms no longer sell real ale.
The Beehive, Carlisle now has access to
real ales on the Small Independent Breweries Association list which has improved
choice at the pub.
On a recent
Bar Fly visit,
the Crossings, Roweltown was
selling Cumberland Corby Ale.
The Highland Drove, Great Selkeld and
the Cross Keys, Penrith have added a
real ale from Eden Brewery to their range
The Royal Oak, Welton is now being run
by Lesley and Keith with Jennnings Cum-

berland as their regular real ale plus a
guest beer from the Marstons list.
Bar Fly heard that
Robinson's pub the
Wellington, Great
Orton is under new
management, but
hasn't had time to
visit yet.
Bar Fly has heard that the Queen Inn,
Great Corby reopened on 1st December
when Mike Ruddick, who is well-known in
the area, took over the lease. In addition
to a full menu
serving meals
using local produce there will be
at least two real
ales from the
Cumberland
Brewery across the road. Mike hopes to
add a third real ale when the business reestablished.
The Globe Inn, Calthwaite, has reopened after a major refurbishment lasting
three months. The new licensees are
Fleet &
Janice Simpson. Theakstons
Lightfoot was
on sale when
Bar Fly visited. They hope to add Eden Valley beers
soon.
With a couple of real ales (Black Sheep
and Cumberland Ale) available the Carlisle city centre pub, the Sportsman, welcomes new licensee, Dave Foster. Dave
hopes to add a guest beer if sales go well.
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Hesket Newmarket Black Sail

and Pillar. It's also the site of a very remote youth hostel.

This years award was presented to John
Coulthard and Mike Shennan from Hesket
Newmarket brewery by Philip Tuer, Solway branch vice-chairman, at the recent
Carlisle Beer Festival.

The beer Black Sail owes it's existence to
the brewing of another real ale, an Imperial Stout, the remnants of which were
used to brew Black Sail.

To select the award, the Solway branch
shortlists a real ale from each of our local
brewers: Cumberland, Derwent, Geltsdale, Hesket Newmarket and Yates. We
then organise a special tasting session
with each beer being tried and votes cast.
The winning beer, Black Sail (ABV 4.0%),
is a fairly recently created real ale. It is a
very dark stout made with lots of chocolate and black malts. Complex flavours of
coffee and liquorice abound.
Black Sail is named after a pass in the
Lake District between Wasdale and Ennerdale that gives access to Great Gable

The Duke of Cumberland
The Brown
Family welcome
you to 'The Duke'.
The Duke is a perfect
unique example of the
modern English 'Free House' offering an
ever changing selection of locally sourced
real ales, fine wines, imported lagers and
an exquisite menu of heart warming food.

Hesket Newmarket Brewery Ltd
Old Crown Barn, Hesket Newmarket,
Cumbria CA7 8JG Tel: 016974 78066
info@hesketbrewery.co.uk

Black Sail, Beer of the Year
2012, Best of the Best,
awarded by Solway Camra

Opening hours Mon-Sun, 11am-12pm
Lunch 12 noon - 2.30pm Week days
Dinner 5.30pm - 8.30pm
Sunday 12 noon - 8pm
Please view our website for details of
up coming events and specials

Castle Carrock, Brampton, CA8 9LT
01228 670341
www.thedukeofcumberlandinn.com
dukeofcumberland@hotmail.co.uk
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The Magpie Inn, Victoria Road, Carlisle
has won the CAMRA national English
Heritage Conservation Award.
The Magpie was originally designed by
renowned architect, Harry Redfern, who
worked for the Carlisle and District State
Management Scheme.
Pub owners, Oakwell Brewery of Barnsley
employed Innex Design to restore the pub
as it was when Redfern designed it.
This meant, installing oak panelling, rebuilding chimney stacks, reopening fireplaces, totally remodelling the toilets, restoring the two rooms, etc.

Judges hailed the Magpie as a ‘highly
impressive restoration’ of a three-roomed
Carlisle State Management Scheme pub
of 1933. The result of the work was seen
as ‘sensitive and considered conservation
of the large public bar and the smaller

spaces of the Smoking Room and Tea
Room.’
A plaque in the "smoking" room shows the
original plans and gives further details
about Harry Redfern.
The Magpie sells real ales from Oakwell
Brewery. Barnsley Bitter (ABV 3.8%) is
always on sale. The superb Senior (ABV
4.3%) is also on sale from time to time.
This beer won the bronze medal in the
best bitter category of the CAMRA 2012
Champion Beer of Britain awards.
At £1.90 for a pint of Barnsley Bitter, the
Magpie also sells the cheapest beer to be
found in any pub in Carlisle! If you haven't
been to the pub, it's well worth a visit.

Above: Innex Design team with CAMRA
National Director, Christine Cryne.
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Donald and Christine Newton offer you
the hospitality of their country pub.
The Blacksmiths Arms offers all the hospitality
and comforts of a traditional Country Inn.
Enjoy tasty meals served in our bar
lounges or linger over dinner in our well
appointed restaurant.
Two regular real ales (Yates Bitter & Black
Sheep) and two local ales from the Geltsdale
Brewery in Brampton.
Open daily 12-3, 6-11.
The Jackson family extend their warm hospitality
to all who frequent the Blacksmith's Arms.

Talkin, Brampton, Cumbria, CA8 1LE
016977 3452
blacksmithsarmstalkin@yahoo.co.uk
www.blacksmithstalkin.co.uk
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We believe that the English Country Pub
is the hub of the community and we
provide top quality original food in a
traditional inn where locals and visitors
alike can come for a pint, a chat and
something to eat.
Great selection of beers, superlative
wine list, award winning food, roaring
fires, great company and conversation.
Open: Mon: 6pm-12pm; Tue-Fri & Sun:
12-2.30pm, 6pm-12am; Sat: 12pm–
12am. Food served: 12-2pm, 6-9pm.

Great Salkeld, CA11 9NA
017 6889 8349, www.kyloes.co.uk
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In 1997, Hans Kruger and Frank Smith,
both former employee’s of Jennings, set
up the Derwent Brewery with Mike Askey
in Cockermouth. By 1998, Hans and
Frank had moved to the brewery’s present
home in Silloth. After their move, the
brewery instigated, and still has strong
connections with, the annual Silloth Beer
Festival.
The brewery has a portfolio of twentythree real ales. Of these, seven beers are
available all year; eight are produced from
time-to-time and a further eight are seasonal brews. Amongst the well-decorated
real ales are:
Auld Kendal ABV
5.7% - a classic
winter warmer
brewed to a
Whitewell and
Mark Brewery of
Kendal recipe from
1898.
W&M Dark Mild
ABV 3.7% - a
lovely old style,
dark mild also
brewed to a former
-Kendal brewery
recipe and winner
of the 2012 Solway CAMRA Real Ale of
the Year award.
Carlisle State Bitter ABV 3.7% brewed to the
original Carlisle
State Management
recipe.

Derwent Blonde
ABV 4.2% - a recent addition to the
beer portfolio,
Blonde is brewed
with lager malt,
German hops and
the addition of wheat.
The present brewery team is: Stuart
Richardson,
the owner and
brewer; Allison,
administration
and sales;
Louise, sales
and designer of
the newer
pump clips;
Mark, the delivery driver; and
Stuarts'
brother, Alan,
who helps in the brewery.
Plans for the future include opening a bar
in Aspatria which should be open by the
time you read this! The building used to
be the local branch of the Midland Bank,
so things should be safe here!
The brewery continues to expand it’s customer base and is now widely available
across the North of England.
The brewery is located on the Station
Road Industrial Estate in Silloth and can
be contacted by phone on 016973 31522
and email at
sales@derwentbrewery.co.uk.
Further detail can be found on their website at: www.derwentbrewery.co.uk.

8 Seek out LocAles in your local pubs. Support your local breweries.
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Tuesday, 30 October saw a handful of
hardy volunteers turn up at the Hallmark
Hotel to start the onerous task of setting
up the bar and stillage. The stillage is crucial as this holds the casks securely allowing then to settle before kick off on Thursday 1 November.
The unassembled bar and stillage looked
like an enormous puzzle with heaps and
heaps of random looking
bits of wood
covering the
floor! In a few
hours, however, the
stillage
started to take shape and fifty-two casks
were hauled up the stairs and lifted into
place. Heavy!
After two
days of hard
graft, the job
was done
with all the
beer on tap
and resting
before the
masses of customers arrived to start enjoying themselves.
Thursday, at last the day came and the
floodgates opened! We were not expecting quite so many customers on the first
night, but, after a hectic start, it just went
from busy to busier!

taste and appearance and to advise, particularly to those attending the beer festival for the first time. After what proved to
be a fantastic opening night, everything
was put to bed and our tired volunteers
went home for a well-earned rest.
Friday was here and we were all back to
start over with, hopefully, another successful day ahead!
The afternoon saw the presentation of two
Solway branch annual awards to the Beer
of the Year:
Hesket Newmarket Black
Sail and the
City Pub of
the Year: the
Kings Head,
Carlisle, winning the award for the fifth consecutive
year!
The next few hours were without any quiet
period whatsoever! In previous years,
there has always been an afternoon lull;
not this time! Hopefully a good time was
had by all.
As evening started, those volunteers
working all day got a well-deserved break
to be fed and watered and perhaps sample a beer or two. The only word to de-

The beers
were certainly
flowing! Our
volunteers
were on hand
to help with
comments on
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scribe Friday evening is busy! Somehow
that doesn't come close. There was a
wonderful buzz of conversation as people
enjoyed the craic and the beer.
Closing time came round and once again
there was a quick tidy round and everything was put to bed ready to start again
the next day.
Saturday dawned bright and early breakfasts were consumed with the
days graft
ahead. Once
the doors
opened, there
was a queue of
people wanting
to try our beers
and ciders. Of
course, we
were only too
happy to serve
them and, hopefully, let them try some
beers they hadn't tried before.
We were pleased to see some Carlisle
United fans sampling a few beers before
the FA Cup match against Ebbsfleet,
which, as expected, Carlisle won!
Some beers were starting to sell out;
keeping our chairman busy with marker
pens, flip chart and a set of ladders! Don't
ask!
Saturday night was a lot quieter than the
other sessions, even though it was free to
get in! Due to a knee injury this volunteer
had to be substituted and left to have an
early bath!
As the evening drew to a close, we were
pleased to still have 13 real ales on sale
and 4 ciders.
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Sunday was the take it all down again day
and store it all ready for next year to come
back and do it all again!
Unfortunately, yours truly will not be lifting
casks again,
I will leave
that to the
younger or
fitter of the
gang. Although there
aren't too
many of them and the future of the Beer
Festival is not assured unless we can
attract some younger/fitter members to
come and assist the boys (and girls) of the
old brigade!
So, what was left at the end? Not a lot!
Possibly the
equivalent of
a firkin (9
gallons)
spread
across 13
beers! Some
only had a
couple of pints left!
One final task was to count the mountain
of votes for the Beer of the Festival! In a
close competition, the winner was Hawkshead Cumbrian Five Hop with Nine Standards Double Standard Porter coming
second.
All in all, another very good Festival. All
the volunteers would like to thank our customers for making the Festival the success it has been; see you next year!
Paul Claringbold, Festival Organiser
2013 CARLISLE BEER FESTIVAL
31 Oct - 2 Nov at the Hallmark Hotel
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King's Head, Carlisle 2012
City Pub of the Year
Congratulations, once again, to Mike Vose
and staff of the King’s Head, in winning
this award for the fifth consecutive year!

Just in case you don’t know the pub, it
stands just behind the Guildhall, at the top
of Fisher Street, in the city centre. The
present building dates back to the 17th
Century, but it is understood that a hostelry has stood on the site as far back as
the 10th Century.
It came under State Management Control
in 1922, having initially come under The
Liquor Control Board scheme in 1916,
following concerns over drunkenness in
the city, particularly from the hordes of
munitions workers spilling out of the factories to the north of the city. The pub remained under State Management until it
was acquired by John Smiths Brewery in
1973, after ‘The Carlisle Experiment’ had
finally been phased out.
I started going to pubs towards the end of
the 1980s and the King’s Head was one of
the few to offer a reasonable choice of
real ale, in what was a city dominated by
Theakston’s Best Bitter and a lot of keg
beer.

I’m pretty sure I
remember up to six
handpumps being
available at some
point, with the following being available from the then
Scottish
&Newcastle/
Matthew Brown
stable: Theakston
Bitter, XB and Old
Peculier, Matthew Brown Bitter, McEwans
80/- (or Youngers IPA, as it was also
known) and, if you were very lucky, the
dark delight that was Youngers No. 3.
Alas, real ale disappeared from the pub
prior to Mike taking over in June 2001,
Since he reintroduced it, the choice of
beers available has gone from strength to
strength. Locally brewed Yates Bitter,
from the village of Westnewton, near Aspatria, has been a deservedly permanent
fixture for a long time now. This is usually
accompanied by one of the brewery’s
other regular or seasonal brews.
The pub now has four hand pumps and
the "forthcoming beers" blackboard invariably reveals a list of beers rarely seen
in this part of the world. They are always
very well received and don't last long once
they go on sale!
Mike’s commitment to quality is very obvious and nothing but a sparkling clear,
beautifully conditioned, pint (or half)
leaves the bar.
If you’ve yet to pay the pub a visit, be sure
to do so, next time you visit Carlisle.
Richard Weir
Beer Organiser
Carlisle Beer Festival
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Former-newsletter editor, George Miller,
looks back at the Winter 1978/79 edition
of our branch newsletter, "CarlAle". The
branch was known as the Carlisle Branch
of CAMRA in those days.
Looking forward to our 3rd birthday, the
Carlisle Branch of CAMRA published a
bumper Festive edition of "CarlAle"
packed full of interesting news and features.
Good news for Carlisle real ale drinkers
was the sale of the Maltsters Arms in Caldewgate by Greenall Whitley, acquired by
Jennings to be renovated and re-opened
a few months later as Carlisle's 6th real
ale pub, doubling the number of the city's
cask ale outlets since the branch was
formed (Feb 1976).

changes to pub licensing hours in Scotland---of interest to our readers not just
because of our proximity to the Border.
CAMRA, although formed to promote real
ale, is also concerned about related issues such as pub ownership and the
hours we were permitted to drink our beer.
The main reform in Scotland was the introduction of all-day drinking----in cities
such as Glasgow pubs could now serve
from 11am to 11pm with no afternoon
closing; a welcome liberal approach to
drinking which proved instantly popular!
It may come as a surprise to our younger
readers, who now take all-day opening for
granted, to learn that it would take almost
another decade before pubs in England
were allowed to follow the Scottish example.

Welcome to the Howard Arms
Small family run hotel in the Borders, offering eight en
suite bedrooms, renowned restaurant, lounge bar
with open log fires and function suite.

Back then the rural areas of North Cumbria provided most of our real ale pubs--good examples were our Pub of the
Month: Dec '78, Rose & Crown, Low Hesket; and Jan '79 St Patrick's Well Inn,
Bampton near Haweswater.

Our bar has a wide selection of wines and good
traditional cask ales. Food is served daily, from light
bites to a more extensive meal, from our award
winning Chef.
We have now been awarded Cask Marque accolade.
Winter warmer special throughout December, Jan &
Feb - Two Meals for £11.95.
Opening times: Monday - Saturday 10am-9pm,
Sunday 10am—8pm.

CarlAle featured articles on both pubs,
with Sunday lunchtime socials to present
the awards.
Meanwhile, in the bigger world beyond
Cumbria, we reported on progressive
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Front Street, Brampton, CA8 1NG

016977 42758
www.howardarmshotelbrampton.co.uk
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Cumberland Brewery, Great
Corby
Sales continue to go
very well and brewing
continues six days a
week! The new brewery building is complete along with repairs
to the drainage system, however, problems with the electrical supply cannot be
sorted until the New Year. The new brewing equipment is eagerly awaited as plans
are being made to increase the range of
brews that the extra capacity will allow. It
is also hoped that bottled beer will be
made available next year. To further increase sales a new member of staff has
been appointed to service Lancashire.
Very much good news all round.
Philip Tuer, BLO

Derwent Brewery, Silloth
Real ale sales have been very good. Ales
of the month continue to
sell very well. A superb
winter warmer: Grim
Reaper (ABV 4.3%), was
brewed for Halloween
and proved very successful as every last drop was sold!
One interesting recent
sale was to a Mr Parsons who ordered some
Parson’s Pledge for his
wedding celebrations!
Silloth Beer Festival sold out of Derwent
ales and the Cockermouth Beer Festival
had Harvesters Ale (ABV 4.3%) and Doctor's Dilemma (ABV 4.6%).
The brewery hopes to open it's own bar
and has recently applied for planning permission.
Colin Lister, BLO

Geltsdale Brewery, Brampton
Building on
the success
of the Oktoberfest
'Munich Marzen' style bier
and Thanksgiving American Ale
(which had great reviews at the Carlisle
Beer Festival),
The next monthly beer will be Winter Solstice (5.0%) which is a dark copper winter
ale with a spicy hop - just the thing to
keep you warm over Christmas and into
the New Year.
Dan Metcalfe, BLO

Hesket Newmarket Brewery
Hesket Newmarket has
had a better
autumn than
summer with
increased
sales. Their
new website
is almost
complete and
will soon be
up and fully
running.
At the recent Carlisle Beer Festival, Black
Sail won the Solway Beer of the Year.
5 litre Minicasks are now available. These
are ideal for parties with a couple of casks
making for a better choice and ensuring a
good time!
Paul Claringbold, BLO
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Deadline for Spring 2013 issue is
Monday 1st March 2013.
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philip.tuer@virgin.net, website:
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Read Ale about it!
Find “Ale Tales” in the following real ale pubs:- Alston, Angel,
Cumberland, Turks Head; Armathwaite, Dukes Head, Fox &
Pheasant; Bolton Low Houses, Oddfellows Arms, Bowness on
Solway, Kings Ams; Brampton, Golf Club, Howard Arms, Nags
Head, Shoulder of Mutton; Broadfield, Crown; Brugh by
Sands,Greyhound; Caldbeck, Oddfellows; Calthwaite, Globe;
Carleton, Cross Keys; Carlisle Rugby Club, Beehive, Boardroom, Coach & Horses, Crown (Stanwix), Crown & Thistle,
Gosling Bridge, Griffin, Hour Glass, Howard, Joiners Arms; King’s
Head, Linton Holme, Magpie, Near Boot, Spinners Arms, Sportsman, William Rufus, Woodrow Wilson; Castle Carrock, Duke of
Cumberland; Culgaith, Black Swan; Cumwhinton, Lowther;
Cumwhitton, Pheasant; Faugh, String of Horses; Glasson,
Highland Laddie; Great Corby, Corby Bridge, Queen Inn; Great
Salkeld, Highland Drove; Hallbankgate, Belted Will; Hayton,
Lane End, Stone; Hesket Newmarket, Old Crown; Ireby, Lion;
Irthington, Salutation; Kirkoswald, Crown, Fetherston; Langwathby, Shepherds Inn; Lanercost, Cricket Club; Laversdale,
Sportsman; Lazonby, Midland; Little Corby, Haywain; Low
Crosby, Stag; Low Hesket, Rose & Crown; Melmerby, Shepherds; Nenthead, Miners; Newbiggin, Blue Bell; Ousby, Fox;
Penrith, Agricultural, George, Gloucester, Lowther, Robin Hood,
Royal; Penruddock, Herdwick; Penton, Bridge, Port Carlisle,
Hope & Anchor; Scotby, Royal Oak; Silloth, Albion; Talkin,
Blacksmiths Arms; Thursby, Ship; Uldale, Snooty Fox; Welton,
Royal Oak; Wetheral, Crown, Wheatsheaf; Wigton, Black-aMoor,Throstle’s Nest; Wreay, Plough

Spring “Ale Tales” out in April

MEETINGS
Business includes: local breweries & pubs
news, pub awards, beer festivals, socials,
beer guides, etc.
Mon 7 Jan 8pm @ Boardroom, Carlisle

booked in advance.
Fri 18 Jan - Ale Trail social: Culgaith,
Ousby, Melmerby, Langwathby &
Carleton.

Mon 28 Jan 8pm @ Kings Head, Carlisle

Fri 8 Feb - Ale Trail social: Dalston,
Welton, Red Dial, Wigton & Great Orton.

Mon 25 Feb 8pm@ William Rufus,
Carlisle (including winter Pub of the
Season presentation)

Fri 8 Mar - Ale Trail social: Calthwaite,
Stoneybeck, Great Salkeld, Lazonby &
Low Hesket.

Mon 25 Mar 8pm @ Woodrow Wilson,
Carlisle

BEER FESTIVALS

SOCIALS
Socials usually visit several real ale pubs.
Members and non-members are welcome.
Bus to socials from The Crescent 7.30pm
unless stated otherwise. Places must be
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Wed 23 to Sat 26 Jan - CAMRA National
Ales Festival. Sheridan Suite, Oldham Rd,
Manchester. Over 300 beers plus cider
and perry. www.alefestival.org.uk
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