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The Agricultural was built in 1807 near the
heart of Penrith and has the distinction of
being one of the first ever cattle auction
anywhere in the world. Farmers were well
known for bringing their cattle to the pub
and the serving hatch they used is still
behind the bar, but isn't in use today. The
original cattle ring, where weekly auctions
were held, is now hidden behind the walls
of the restaurant.
in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide and has
a Cask Marque Accreditation.
Ideally placed for both rail and road connections (being close to Penrith railway
station and the M6) makes it easy to get
to this pub. Food is served all day and
there are gluten free and children's'
menus.

Originally owned by the Burns family, local
to Penrith, the building has been used as
a pub, hotel and convenience store for
many years. The pub is still family run
with Gary and Wendy Bowden in charge,
giving a warm and friendly welcome, adding to the warmth of the open fire in the
bar area.
The pub is popular with farmers, locals
and tourists
for food and
drink. The
"Aggie", as its
known, is
renowned for
its real ale.
This has
helped considerably in making it our Pub of the Season for Summer 2011 and our Pub of the
Year for 2013. The pub is a regular entry
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Accommodation of the highest standard is
provided in newly refurbished, en-suite
rooms with
digital TV and
tea and coffee
making facilities being provided for customers comfort. As well as
a car park
there is a beer
garden at front
of the pub for
those long hot
days of summer that we
can only dream about given the summers
of the past couple of years! Hopefully
these will be in evidence again this year!.
Opening hours are Mon-Thurs 11-11, Fri
and Sat 11-1130 and Sun 12-1030, with a
monthly quiz on the last Friday of the
Month.
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If you are aware of any
changes taking place in
a pub in our area then
please let us know. Bar
Fly is good but it is hard getting round
over 150 outlets, even with wings! See
branch contacts for details of how to keep
in touch.
William Rufus, Carlisle is hoping to add
a beer garden. Matt has added a
"CAMRA corner" to display our
information within the pub and will be
introducing a weekly "What's in the Cellar"
feature that will be updated every
Monday.
The Good Beer Guide listed Crown &
Thistle, Stanwix, Carlisle
will be adding a second
real ale, Sharps Doombar.
As the pub will have two
real ales this means they
will have access to a much wider range of
guest ales than before. All good news for
this excellent community local.
Moo Bar has opened on King Street in
Penrith. The pub is set over 3 floors and
serves an ever-changing range of 6 real
ales. Owner, Nigel Tarn, has worked in
the brewing industry for the last 17 years
and is also a member of the British Guild
of Beer Writers. For more details, see
twitter @moobarpenrith or moobarpenrith
on facebook. The Moo Bar is open daily
12-11 (later on Fri and Sat).
Royal Scot, Carlisle has a new
licensees, David and Michelle HammondWhalley, and now has
two handpumps selling
Theakstons Best Bitter and Caledonian
Royal Scotsman.

Geltsdale Brewery has moved to a bigger
site on the Townfoot Industrial Estate,
Brampton (see "local brewery news").
Welcome to Paula Butterworth the new
publican at the Clickham Inn, Blencow.
Paula is keen to promote real ales and is
hoping to add a second beer soon.
A further update on the recently reopened, Queen Inn, Great Corby. The
pub is open 12-11 ever
day except Monday when
it's closed. 3 real ales are
on sale: 2 from the
Cumberland Brewery in Great Corby plus
a guest ale.
Bar Fly is pleased to report that business
is going well for Fleet Simpson, the new
landlord at the recently refurbished Globe,
Calthwaite.
Cumberland, Alston has won the Solway
branch Cider Pub of the Year award.
Corby Bridge Inn, Great Corby is
holding a beer festival on 7th-9th June.
Milbourne Arms, Carlisle is selling
Timothy Taylor Landlord.
Lowther, Penrith is now open all day.
Ship Inn, Thursby is due to undergo
extensive alterations.
Fetherston Arms, Kirkoswald has just
reopened following a major refurbishment.
Crown & Thistle, Rockcliffe has
reopened, but Bar Fly hasn't visited yet.
Drovers Rest, Monkhil is for sale but still
open.
Royal Oak, Welton is available to lease.
Fox, Ousby is looking for a new publican.
Huntingdons, Brampton is closed

4 Support your local pub - don't give them an excuse to close it!

Cask Ale sales growing

Online pub guide

The Independent Family Brewers of Britain (IFBB) recently reported that cask sale
grew from 45.5% to 47.7% of their production.

CAMRA's online pub guide, whatpub.com,
now includes
30,000 pubs - over
80% of all pubs
serving real ale in the UK.

Time called on Pubcos
Business secretary, Vince Cable, says he
is going to clamp down on unfair practices
by pubcos that have closed thousands of
pubs.

The website is currently only available to
CAMRA members, but CAMRA plans to
launch WhatPub to the public this autumn.

Since the start of 2009, more than 3,500
pubs have been lost across the UK,
CAMRA believes that many of these have
been lost as a result of excessive rents
and by being forced to buy beer above
market rates.

A loophole in planning legislation is being
used to convert pubs to shops as there is
no need for planning permission.

* The term pubco refers to the large pub
owning companies.

Supermarkets threaten your pub

This loophole means there is no right to
challenge these as a change of use and,
across the country, hundreds of pubs
have already been converted to shops.

The Blacksmiths Arms offers all the hospitality
and comforts of a traditional Country Inn.
Enjoy tasty meals served in our bar
lounges or linger over dinner in our well
appointed restaurant.
Two regular real ales (Yates Bitter & Black
Sheep) and two local ales from the Geltsdale
Brewery in Brampton.
Open daily 12-3, 6-11.
The Jackson family extend their warm hospitality
to all who frequent the Blacksmith's Arms.

Talkin, Brampton, Cumbria, CA8 1LE
016977 3452
blacksmithsarmstalkin@yahoo.co.uk
www.blacksmithstalkin.co.uk
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Ale Trails are a vital part of our branch
activities. As a Campaign, we need to
know what's happening in our pubs.
These regular trips are one way of achieving this and none of us has to drive!
A recent social visited four of our Good
Beer Guide pubs, so good beer was certainly expected and we were definitely not
disappointed. The Trail gave us a chance
to assess these pubs for the Good Beer
Guide and our own awards.
Our first call was to the Corby Bridge
Inn, Great
Corby. This
Thwaites pub
was modernised a few
years ago
though it retains its original character. The pub was busy with a
mixture of drinkers and diners.
The four handpumps on the bar were all in
use with a selection of Thwaites real ales:
Wainwright (ABV 3.9%), Bomber (4.4%),
Cherry Good (3.7%) and Guiding Star
(3.9%).
Our next visit was to the Pheasant Inn,
Cumwhitton,
a former
branch Pub
of the Year.
Parts of this
free house
date back to
17th century.
Again the pub was busy, mainly with diners until we arrived!
Three real ales were on sale: Geltsdale
Pheasant Ale (3.9%), Geltsdale Brampton
Bitter (4.0%) and Timothy Taylor Landlord

(4.3%).
Thanks to Sara for appearing only a few
minutes after we arrived with some sandwiches for us.
Back on the bus for the short journey to
the Duke of Cumberland, Castle Carrock, a fairly recent winner of our pub of
the season
award. After
many years
closed,
thankfully the
Duke reopened in
2009. Again,
we received a very warm welcome helped
by the roaring fire.
Two real ales were on sale: Geltsdale
Cold Fell (3.9%) and Caledonian Autumn
Red (4.4%).
Our last visit of the night was to the
Blacksmiths Arms, Talkin, a pub that's
won our pub
of the season
award twice.
The pub was
still reasonably busy considering it
was now
10pm and diner-free.
Three real ales were available here:
Geltsdale Brampton Bitter (4.0%), Yates
Bitter (3.7%) and Black Sheep Bitter
(3.8%).
A very good evening visiting four excellent
pubs. All four pubs were scored highly by
our members on the trip. So which one
came out on top? It was very close, but
the Duke of Cumberland, Castle Carrock,
edged it.

6 Support your local pub - don't give them an excuse to close it!

The Agricultural Hotel
Castlegate, Penrith
CA11 7JE
01768 862622
CAMRA Pub of the Year 2013
Cask Marque Accredited
A warm, traditional public house
with modern en-suite rooms
Jennings Lakedale
Bitter, Sneck Lifter,
Cumberland Ale, and
guest ales

Meals served 11-9
Mon-Sat, 12-9 Sun.
Wide menu from
snacks to full meals.

Open 11-11 MonThu, 11-12 Fri & Sat,
12-10.30 Sun

First class accommodation. All rooms ensuite.

Beer Garden

Dogs welcome

www.the-agricultural-hotel.co.uk
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The Cumberland Brewery was established
in 2009 in
what was a
Farriers shop
in the centre
of the village.
It is part of the
Corby Castle
estate owned by Lord Balleyedmond. The
original building dates from 1833 and is a
beautiful red sandstone structure and is
depicted on the brewery's pump clips.
Peter Laws, a former head brewer with
Jennings, was asked to help setup the
brewery and advise on the first beers
brewed. A bespoke 10 barrel plant was
ordered and installed. The plant is currently almost at full capacity brewing six
days a week. As a result, plans are in

Ale Tales 10 Years Ago
An article entitled, "Beer prices up", would
bring few shocks to pub visitors then or now!
Interestingly, Woodrow Wilson, Carlisle had
the cheapest pint at £1.30.
The spring Ale Trail social was a busy night
visiting the Drovers Rest, Monkhill;
Greyhound, Burgh; Highland Laddie,
Glasson; Hope & Anchor, Port Carlisle;
Kings Arms, Bowness; and, Bush Inn,
Kirkbride.
The spring Pub of the Season in 2003 was
the excellent Blacksmiths Arms, Talkin.
"Bar Fly" reported the reopening of the
Royal Oak, Welton and Howard Arms,
Brampton after extensive alterations and
refurbishment. The loss of real ale from the
Crown & Thistle, Stanwix was reported. Of
course, this excellent local has long
returned to real ale, consistently selling a
superb pint and features in the 2013 GBG.

hand for a major expansion that will see
the capacity increased by a factor of six!
The new plant will be installed in a building just across the road from the present
brewery, next door to the Queen Inn. This
was the first outlet for Cumberland brewery beers and where local CAMRA members got their first chance to taste them!
The current brewer is Mike Jordan. He
has a long history of brewing beer having
worked for S&N (as a graduate trainee),
Matthew Brown, Bulmer’s and Heineken
amongst others. He is currently vice-chair
of northern branch of the Institute of Brewing. Mike is assisted by well known local
person, Tim Hughes. Tim plays scrum half
for Carlisle Rugby Club and can be seen
on the pitch most weekends.
There are currently two brews available:
Corby Ale is a "moreish" 3.8%
ABV ale. It's good "session
ale", with malt and biscuit
notes. It has a delicate hop
aroma and a refreshing citrus
hop taste.
Corby Blonde is a 4.2% ABV blonde ale.
It has a pronounced hop
character with clean hop flavours and aromas. Its wellbalanced flavour is derived
from the finest Maris Otter
malt and English aroma
hops. The beer is a full bodied drink with a
pleasant hoppy aftertaste.
Contact details: Cumberland Breweries
Ltd, The Forge, Great Corby, Carlisle,
CA4 8LR
enquiries@cumberlandbreweries.co.uk
Philip Tuer
CAMRA Brewery Liaison Officer

8 Seek out LocAles in your local pubs. Support your local breweries.
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Cumberland Brewery

Geltsdale Brewery

Cumberland Brewery had its busiest week
ever in the one
just before Christmas. They were
working to full
capacity and the only day nobody was
actually in the brewery was Christmas
Day! Checks had to be made on the
brews to ensure they were all OK. So, if
you thought running a brewery would be
easy, then maybe you need to think again!

Geltsdale Brewery has moved from its
former premises at the
Old Brewery,
Crawhall to
Towfoot Industrial Estate, Brampton. This has
given the brewery much more space for
increasing production and storage to meet
growing demand.

Expansion has been slowed down by the
bad weather of late, but hopefully they will
be back on track by the time you read this.
Plans are being made for new brews, but
they are firmly under wraps at the moment
so check the summer edition of "Ale
Tales" when we hope to be able to tell you
more!
Philip Tuer, Brewery Liaison Officer

Derwent Brewery
Derwent Brewery is now jointly owned by
Mark and Allison Johnston, who took over
on the 18th January 2013. It is now a Limited Company.
Sales were slow at the beginning of November, but picked up quickly as preparations were made for Christmas. December
was a good month, as was January. The
online shop has closed.
The real ale of the
month for December
was Auld Kendal 5.7%,
a superb winter
warmer. Bill Monk's Ale
4.5% was Januarys,
followed by Winter Gold
4.1% in February.

It has also given them room to provide a
shop and bar
area with an onsales licence to
allow visitors to
taste and buy
their products.
Opening times are 9am to 5pm, Monday
to Saturday.
Dan Metcalfe, Brewery Liaison Officer

Hesket Newmarket Brewery
Hesket Newmarket has had a better than
predicted quarter
with sales up from
last year. This year
has seen the introduction of minicasks for take
home beer.
Carrock Old Ale made an
appearance at the
CAMRA Winter Ales Festival in Manchester, but
unfortunately failed to pick
up an award.
Paul Claringbold, Brewery
Liaison Officer

Colin Lister, Brewery Liaison Officer

10 Updates to beer festival details - www.solwaycamra.org.uk

The Fetherston Arms
Kirkoswald
4 hand
pulled real
ales and
hand pulled
cider
Great home cooked food
Open everyday from midday
(Tuesday from 6pm)
Food served everyday
(except Tuesday)
20 minute walk from Lazonby train station

We look forward to welcoming you
The Square, Kirkoswald, CA10 1DQ

01768 898284

The Corby Bridge Inn
Great Corby
CA4 8LL
01228
560221
1st Annual Beer
Festival

Family
Friendly

7th – 9th June

Dog Friendly

Opens Friday 7th
at 12noon

Real Ales

BBQ,
Live Entertainment,
Children’s Activities
Ring for details
Ale Tales Spring 2013

Welcome to the Howard Arms
Small family run hotel in the Borders, offering eight en
suite bedrooms, renowned restaurant, lounge bar
with open log fires and function suite.
Our bar has a wide selection of wines and good
traditional cask ales. Food is served daily, from light
bites to a more extensive meal, from our award
winning Chef.
We have now been awarded Cask Marque accolade.
Winter warmer special throughout December, Jan &
Feb - Two Meals for £11.95.
Opening times: Monday - Saturday 10am-9pm,
Sunday 10am—8pm.

Pub Food
Bed &
Breakfast

Front Street, Brampton, CA8 1NG

016977 42758
www.howardarmshotelbrampton.co.uk
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Magpie, Carlisle

English Heritage Conservation award.

Anthony and Sharon have been running
the Magpie for
about a year.
During this time,
they've watched
the pub thrive.
We are delighted
to recognise this with our Pub of the Season award.

Anthony has many plans to introduce fun
days and competitions using the outside
area and the Bowling Green, so get your
bowls out, and cleaned, ready for the
summer, if and when it comes!

Designed by Harry Redfern, the architect
for the State Management System, the
pub has been
refurbished in the
last couple of
years to return it
to near its original interior. This
excellent work
was rewarded with a national CAMRA

The Duke of Cumberland
The Brown
Family welcome
you to 'The Duke'.
The Duke is a perfect
unique example of the
modern English 'Free House' offering an
ever changing selection of locally sourced
real ales, fine wines, imported lagers and
an exquisite menu of heart warming food.

The Magpie sells Oakwell beers and no
keg bitters are available. Barnsley Bitter
and Oakwell Senior are the two real ales
on offer, with the occasional visit of Oakwell Mild.
So congratulations are in order to Anthony
and Sharon on this award.

Hesket Newmarket Brewery Ltd
Old Crown Barn, Hesket Newmarket,
Cumbria CA7 8JG Tel: 016974 78066
info@hesketbrewery.co.uk

Black Sail, Beer of the Year
2012, Best of the Best,
awarded by Solway Camra

Opening hours Mon-Sun, 11am-12pm
Lunch 12 noon - 2.30pm Week days
Dinner 5.30pm - 8.30pm
Sunday 12 noon - 8pm
Please view our website for details of
up coming events and specials

Castle Carrock, Brampton, CA8 9LT
01228 670341
www.thedukeofcumberlandinn.com
dukeofcumberland@hotmail.co.uk
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For over 40 years, the Good Beer Guide
(GBG) has been championing the UK's
real ale pubs. We're only a few months
into 2013 yet already the Solway branch
has chosen our entries for the 2014 GBG!
Let's look back at what was in the 1991
GBG. It's (hopefully) an interesting tale of
continuity and, sadly, closures.
The following sixteen pubs in this edition
still sell real ale: Angel, Alston; Clickham,
Blencow; Nags Head, Brampton; Greyhound, Burgh; Beehive, Coach & Horses,
Crown (Stanwix), Howard and Spinners
(Cummersdale), Carlisle; Stone, Hayton;
Rose & Crown, Low Hesket; Old Crown,
Hesket Newmarket; Shepherds, Melmerby; Drovers, Monkhill; Agricultural (our
2013 Pub of the Year) and Lowther, Penrith. Only three of these pubs feature in
the 2013 GBG.
Unfortunately, one pub in the 1991 GBG,
the Caledonian, Carlisle no longer sells
real ale. The fact that it's only one reflects
the success of CAMRA and real ale!

As you've read, about one-third of our
1991 GBG selections no longer exist as
pubs! Perhaps we shouldn't be surprised CAMRA has warned for many years of the
demise of the local. in fact, the 1991 GBG
featured an article by Ted Bruning expressing concern about current trends
threatening the viability of village pubs
and street corner locals. The article
warned about the growing trend among
brewers for setting 'market' rents, which
could adversely affect thousands of pubs
which were only marginally viable.
Since then, the 21st century 'pubcos' (that
replaced the big brewers as pub owners)
have accelerated this trend and, together
with other factors such as unfair levels of
beer duty and cheap supermarket booze,
have led to thousands of pub closures.
Don't say we weren't warned!
THE 2013 GBG IS AVAILABLE FROM
MOST GOOD BOOKSHOPS OR DIRECT
FROM CAMRA.

Sadly, the following eight pubs that were
in the 1991 GBG are no longer open: Blue
Bell, Alston; Scotch Arms, Brampton;
Woolpack, Carlisle; String of Horses,
Goose Green; Rose & Crown, Kirkbampton; Abbey Bridge, Lanercost; Queens,
Warwick; and the Victoria, Wigton.
As you can see, there have been some
changes since 1991! There are now many
more pubs in our area selling real ale - a
great advance - although making selection
more difficult! Many pubs listed in 1991,
but not in 2013, still serve good beer indeed some are regularly considered, but
don't make the final cut, a reflection of the
bigger number of real ale pubs and a reduction in our allocation from 25 to 22!
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The first thought in most peoples mind
when they think about mild is it’s a beer
for old men (usually wearing cloth caps!).
But they make the mistake of drinking with
their minds rather than their taste buds!
Mild is an excellent, tasty beer that offers
a refreshing change from other beer styles
such as bitters and IPAs.
Mild is also making a comeback across
the nation with sales on the increase and
a number of breweries reintroducing the
style.

as weak as the
mild ales they
were ousting!
Modern milds
are generally
dark brown or
black in colour
although some light coloured milds have
survived. The flavour of many dark milds
is dominated by malts although some may
have sweet tones and others have a light
hop flavour or aroma.
Sadly, very few regular real mild outlets
survive in north Cumbria. As far as we
know we’re down to TWO


Local brewers, Geltsdale, brew a superb
mild ale, Black Dub, that’s full of flavour:
The 2011 Solway
Real Ale of the
Year was a mild,
Derwent W&M
Dark Mild.



In addtion to these, the following pubs will
feature mild ales during May:







In the 19th century, a typical brewery
would produce several milds ranging between 5% to 7% ABV; considerably
stronger than most milds today. During
the First World Wart the strength of beers
were reduced with milds being similar to
todays, between 3% and 3.6% ABV.
Mild was traditionally popular in areas of
heavy industry and their decline has seen
the decline of mild ales.
By the 1970s, nationally marketed, keg
lagers contributed to the decline of mild.
Ironically, many of these bland, gassy and
often overpriced lagers, were sometimes

Highland Laddie, Glasson
Sportsman, Troutbeck

Cumberland, Alston
Kings Head, Carlisle
Wheatsheaf, Wetheral
William Rufus, Carlisle
Moo Bar, Penrith
Woodrow Wilson, Carlisle
Asda currently
stock the excellent
Thwaites Nutty
Black which carries
the CAMRA real
ale in a bottle logo.
Marks & Spencers
also stock a real
mild ale.

If you've never tried mild, or haven’t for
some time, please visit one of the above
pubs, go to the bar and say, "make mine
mild!".

14 Get updates to our branch diary online: www.solwaycamra.org.uk
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Read Ale about it!
Find “Ale Tales” in the following real ale pubs:- Alston, Angel,
Cumberland, Turks Head; Armathwaite, Dukes Head, Fox &
Pheasant; Bolton Low Houses, Oddfellows Arms; Bowness on
Solway, Kings Arms; Brampton, Geltsdale Brewery, Golf Club,
Howard Arms, Nags Head, Shoulder of Mutton, White Lion;
Broadfield, Crown; Burgh by Sands, Greyhound; Caldbeck,
Oddfellows; Calthwaite, Globe; Carlisle Beehive, Boardroom,
Carlisle Rugby Club, Coach & Horses, Crown (Stanwix), Crown &
Thistle, Gosling Bridge, Griffin, Hour Glass, Howard, Joiners
Arms; King’s Head, Linton Holme, Magpie, Near Boot, Spinners
Arms, Sportsman, William Rufus, Woodrow Wilson; Castle Carrock, Duke of Cumberland; Culgaith, Black Swan; Cumwhinton,
Lowther; Cumwhitton, Pheasant; Faugh, String of Horses;
Glasson, Highland Laddie; Great Corby, Corby Bridge, Queen
Inn; Great Salkeld, Highland Drove; Hallbankgate, Belted Will;
Hayton, Lane End, Stone; Hesket Newmarket, Old Crown; Ireby,
Lion; Irthington, Salutation; Kirkoswald, Crown, Fetherston;
Langwathby, Shepherds Inn; Lanercost, Cricket Club; Laversdale, Sportsman; Lazonby, Midland; Little Corby, Haywain; Low
Crosby, Stag; Low Hesket, Rose & Crown; Melmerby, Shepherds; Nenthead, Miners; Newbiggin, Blue Bell; Ousby, Fox;
Penrith, Agricultural, Cross Keys, George, Gloucester, Lowther,
Moo Bar, Robin Hood, Royal; Penruddock, Herdwick; Penton,
Bridge, Port Carlisle, Hope & Anchor; Scotby, Royal Oak; Silloth, Albion; Talkin, Blacksmiths Arms; Thursby, Ship; Uldale,
Snooty Fox; Welton, Royal Oak; Wetheral, Crown, Wheatsheaf;
Wigton, Black-a-Moor, Throstle’s Nest; Wreay, Plough.

Summer “Ale Tales” out in July

MEETINGS
Business includes: local breweries & pubs
news, pub awards, beer festivals, socials,
beer guides, etc.
Mon 29 Apr 8pm @ Magpie, Carlisle
(including Pub of the Season
presentation)
Mon 20 May 8pm @ Spinners,
Cummersdale, Carlisle. Minibus from
Stanwix (7.20pm), The Crescent (7.30pm)
and Norfolk St/Richardson St. (7.35pm).
Places on the bus must be pre-booked.
Mon 24 Jun 8pm ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING @ Kings Head, Carlisle
SOCIALS
Socials usually visit several real ale pubs.
Members and non-members are welcome.
Bus to socials from The Crescent 7.30pm
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unless stated otherwise. Places must be
booked in advance.
Fri 5 Apr - Pub of the Year Award
presentation social: Agricultural, Penrith.
Sat 20 Apr - Cumbria Ale Trail. All day
trip. Minibus leaving Carlisle in the
morning. Further details from contact.
Fri 3 May - Ale Trail social.
Fri 7 June - Corby Bridge Beer Festival
social (17:38 or 18:37 train from Carlisle
to Wetheral, returning at 20:50 or 22:43)
Fri 28 June - Ale Trail social.
BEER FESTIVALS
Thu 11 to Sat 13 Apr - 7th Skipton Beer
Festival, in the Town Hall, Skipton.
www.skiptonbeerfestival.org.uk
Fri 7 to Sun 9 Jun - Beer Festival at the
Corby Bridge Inn, Great Corby.
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